The attention of the global community will be on Nigeria because it is another electioneering period. Right from the pre-independence era, elections in Nigeria have been characterized by political violence; gross electoral malpractices; government's interference; money politics and the use of ethno-religious identities in shaping the voting patterns of the electorates. Nigeria with a population of over 170 million is fragmented into diverse ethnic groups. The country was conceived by the British Colonialists and till date Nigerians are yet to see themselves as one entity.
the Congress for Progressive Change (CPC), while the Christian dominated South voted en masse for Dr. Jonathan of the ruling party, People's Democratic Party (PDP) respectively. Thirdly, the post-election violence that erupted after the announcement of Jonathan as winner claimed the lives of about 800 innocent people in Northern Nigeria (Human Rights Watch, 2011) . Between 2011 and 2015, Nigeria had gone through tough times. The escalation of Boko Harm Insurgency in the North, high rate of unemployment, widespread corruption, fragmentation within the major parties and the misconduct of frontline politicians through hate campaigns put the most populous black nation on the spot light both locally and internationally. There were grave concerns over the conduct and possible outcome of the elections by concerned citizens and the international community. A former Minister of Foreign Affairs, Prof. Bolaji Akinyemi appealed to the major contestants of the presidential election to sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that will commit them to control their supporters against violence after the 2015 general elections (Punch, December 22, 2014) . Similarly, the National Peace Committee for the 2015 General Elections led by former military ruler, General Abdulsalami Abubakar (retd) facilitated peace accord between General Buhari (retd) and President Jonathan (Punch, March 26, 2015) . Concerned that Nigeria could burst into flames, America's Secretary of State, John Kerry flew to Lagos to discuss about the 2015 elections with President Jonathan and General Buhari (retd) respectively (New York Times, January 25, 2015) . The election fever got to its peak after the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) announced the postponement of the general elections due to security challenges in the Northeastern zone. The presidential election was shifted from February 14 to March 28, while the governorship and state legislative elections will hold on April 11, 2015 (Vanguard, February 8, 2015 . According to INEC, Nigeria's electoral body, 68, 833, 476 Nigerians will be eligible to vote in the 2015 general elections (This Day, 2015 from proposal). Out of the over 68 million registered voters, about 56, 431, 255 people collected their Permanent Voters Cards (PVCs) as indicated by INEC (Vanguard, March 24, 2015) .
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION:
Nigeria's 2015 presidential election was the fifth in a row since the military left the political scene in 1999. PDP which has been the ruling party since 1999 faced its toughest opposition in APC which was formed on February 6, 2013 with the merger of Action Congress of Nigeria (ACN), Congress for Progressive Change (CPC), All Nigeria People's Party (ANPP) and a faction of the All Progressive Grand Alliance (APGA) (The Nation, May 29, 2015). The March 28 presidential election was quite successful albeit, there were hitches in some polling units across the country due to late the arrival of electoral materials and the ineffectiveness of the Smart Card Readers. Former military ruler, General Muhammudu Buhari (retd) emerged as winner of the presidential election. The election was the fourth time running that Buhari will be contesting as a presidential aspirant. Buhari won with a total number of Arabian Journal of Business and Management Review (OMAN Chapter) Vol. 5, No.5; December 2015 15 15,424,921 votes as against Goodluck Jonathan's 12,853,162 votes (INEC website). Buhari's historic victory marked the triumph of democracy as it was the first time that an opposition party will upstage the incumbent government in Nigeria through legitimate means. 
GUBERNATORIAL AND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS:
At the gubernatorial elections held in 29 states on April 11, 2015, APC recorded sweet victories in 19 states, while PDP won in 10 states as shown in Table 1 . APC got majority seats at the National Assembly. Out of 109 senatorial seats, APC won 64 beating PDP which had 45 seats. At the House of Representatives, APC got 225 seats while, PDP got 125 seats and other parties such as Labour Party, All Progressives Grand Alliance and Accord Party shared the remaining 10 seats. It must be noted that the erstwhile ruling party, PDP has produced all the Speakers of the House of Representatives and Senate Presidents since 1999. However, with the opposition party sweeping the polls, the leadership of the National Assembly will emerge from APC. 
WOMEN AND THE 2015 NIGERIAN ELECTIONS:
Few women got elective positions during the 2015 general elections. Out of the 14 contestants for the presidency, only one was a female. At the House of Representatives, just 14 women got voted in, while the remaining 346 are men. Only 7 women will serve as senators in Nigeria's 8 th National Assembly comprising of 109 senators. Like in other elections, no woman has broken the jinx of winning gubernatorial election in Nigeria; however, 4 women were elected as Deputy Governors in states such as Lagos, Rivers, Ogun and Enugu respectively. 
